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WHITE HORSE, Yukon Territory.
NE hundred miles through the
wilds of the Yukon in a high-
powered motor car!
‘n Dashing through the virgin
rest in a $5,000 automobile!
Climbing the mountain sides, and fiy-
g around the curves at thirty miles
hour!
Skidding round the cliffs with your
rt in your throat, your soul full of
rills and your backbone chilled to
& MArrow !
These are some of the experiences I
mave just had with Mr. Herbert
eeler. the general manager of the
hite Pass and Yukon route on the
eriand trail from White Horse to
Dawson. The chauffeur was "“Cater-
pillar” lke and the time was vesterday
afternoon from midday to midnight.
*
. - *
. The overland trail begins at White
orse and It runs through the wilder-
ess for a distance of 350 miles to the
nouth of the Klondike. It is the short
cut across country from here to the
old mines, and is more than 100 miles
ess than the way there by river. The
oad is used to carry mails, passengers
mnd freight during the cold winter
Mmonth: when everything in this region
is lo- ked tight by Jack Frost, and the
the: :ometer at times falls to seventy
de= ces below zero.
T .= road has been cut right through
th forest. It climbs over ranges of
Mmountains, it winds its way through
the valleys and it crosses swamps, bogs
knd sloughs of glacial mud. Here it is
ded on the rock, there it half floats
on the quicksand, upheld by corduroy
logs. In the spring of the year the
Bix-horse teams of the mail stage are
Eﬂ.on mired to their bellies, and have

\

0 be lifted from the waxy clay by a
lock and tackle attached to the trees.
In my ride over the road we went
the crest of the range bevond Little
er and then returned to White Horss
go down the Yukon by steamer. Our
d wound about like a corkscrew in
any parts of its course. As Mr.
heeer said, it was as though the
rveyors had laid their lines along

e trail of a rabbit and the rabbit
s drunk.

The whole trip was a moving picture
the wonders of nature, Outside the
dway the country is the same as it

as= when Columbus discovered Amer-
. the game as when the Danes drift-
down our coast, about 1000 A, D.—

es, | venture, the same as when old
heops built his first pyramid on the
nks of the Nile. With the exception

f several roadhouses—log huts that

to give mezis to

and excepting the roads,
not one mark of human
Effort or work. We were in no danger
bf meeting other machines or farm
gons, although we might have run
down a covey of birds instead of the
msual chicken, or a fox or a bear in
lace of a dog. At.one time a lynx
unded in front of our machine from
pne side of the read to the other. and
gt another a great flock of grouss
passed with a whirr over our heads. T
am told that hunters sometimes bag a
iot of birds by shooting at them
m the automobile
We saw all sorts of tracks as we rode

ahitation,
id and new,

HE Chiriqui country, or, accord-
ing to the meaning of “Chiri-
qui” in the ancient Indian lan-
guage, “The Valley of the

Moon,” generally regarded as the
g2rden spot of Panama. It is the
western part aof the republic and bor-
der s Conta Rica Some few cen-
tusie= ago, probably ten, a tribe of In-
dians= lived there which had apparently
chosen this spot for its habitation he-
cause of {18 richness and fertility.

There nothing now the whaoie

territory to give the faintest indication

bf the once extensive civilization of
this long dead race, which is supposed

o have reached its home after
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' A STOP AT TAHHKEENA ROADHOUSE.

over the trail. The woods are full of
wild game. There are bears, brown and
hlack; caribou In great numbers and
wide-antlered moose. There are foxes
and lynx and millions of rabbits. We
passed groves of small trees every one
of which had been killed by the rab-
hitse. They had eaten the bark off dur-
ing the winter when the sSnow was
two or three feet in depth. They would
bite it away inch by inch as the snow
melted, and a strip of white a yard
long could be seen girdling each tree.
The bark above and below was dark
green or brown, and the White strips
ghone out like jvory against the green
leaves of the bushes

The country along the trail is cut by
mtreams which are the homes of bea-
vers and muskrats. We saw different
kinds of squirrels. including the go-
phers which, molelike, burrow under
the roadway. We crossed many such
burrows, our motor car going down
with a bump that shot our heads up
to the roof.

Upon starting out from White Horse
we were told of a narrow escape that
one of the clerks of the railroad had
from a bear only last night. The man
had gone out to a lake in the woods
about filve miles away and had caught
a good bag of fish. He was riding home
on his bicycle when a great black bear

came out of the forest with two cubs
at her heels. She rushed for him,
throwing him off the bicycle. He fell

near a dead root and grabbed this upon
risinz. He then hit old bruin a blow on
the snout, and before she had time to
recover had mounted his bicycle and
was speeding away. The hear got the
fish .

Our first stop was at twenty-two
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miles from White Horse. It was at the
Tahkeena roadhouse, on the Tahkeena
river, where there is a famous Irish
cook, Jimmy. The roadhouse is made
of logs. It ls heated with stoves made
of gasoline tanks of one hundred gal-
lons capacity. The tank lies on its
side, resting on four leg= made of gas
pipe. A stovepipe is fitted into the top
and a door is cut In one end. The re-
sult is an excellent heating arrange-
ment, and one that {s common in many
parts of Alaska. We got a snack at
the roadhouse and had an excellent din-
ner there upon our return.

We crossed the Tahkeena river on a
ferry boat attached to a cable worked
by the current; and then rode on for
miles through a parklike country,
spotted with groves of pines as high as
a three-story house, as stralght as an
arrow, and, branches and all, no bigger
around than a nall keg. They main-
tained this diameter from the ground
almost to their tops.

-
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T cannot describe the beauty of these
trees. Where they were thick. we rode
for miles through walls of green twen-
tv or thirty feet high, and in places
where the trees had been burned by
forest fires the walls were of sable
silver, the dead branches having been
turned to the most exquisite filigree
by the death of the trees. Here and

there were great patches of fallen
trees, making a woodyard of acres,
ahove which rose the great roots iIn
their skeleton network.

The trees here are like those of most
parts of interior Alaska. They grow In
the thin soil which is underlaid by
strata of earth that have been frozen
for thousands of years. The roots go
down to the lce and then spread out
over the ground. The soil ia nowhere
more than half a foot or so deep.
When a tree dies you can pull the
stump out, roots and all, and throw It
aside. This has been done in making
the roadway, and the sidea of the road
are lined with brush plles of such trees
thrown up like a fence.

We are accustomed to think of this
part of the world as all snow and ice.
This is so in the winter, but in the sum-
mer the whole country is like a botan-
nical garden and spotted with fiowers.
During this ride we passed great beds
of fireweed, and motored for miles be-
tween hedges of pink flowers, higher
than the wheels of the automohile. The

.woods where the forest fires had passed

through were dusted with pink blos-
goms, and in the open spaces there
was so much pink that it seemed as

though Mother Nature had gone on 2
spree and painted the whole country
red.

There were so many wild flowers that
1 attempted to count them in an open
place where we stopped to put on &
new tire. T had picked nineteen va-
rieties before the job was completed.
Among them were wild roses of bright
red, buttercups as yellow as gold, and
white flowers with petals like those of
s forget-me-not. There were also blue
flowers the names of which T do not
know, and dalsies with petals of pink
and centers as yellow as the golden
bricks of the Klondike.

The mosses were especially wonder-
ful. There was one that looked like old
ivory. It grows close to the ground in
great patches, and reminds one of the
exquisite coral of the Fiji and Samoan
fslands. Tt is a tough moss, and can be
kicked up with the foot. I am told it
is the favorite food of the reindeer, and
that the caribou paw their way down
through the snow to get to it.

Another curioeity was the air plants.
1 have always thought of orchids as
confined to the tropics. There are polar
orchide In this part of the world,
great bunches of green that hang high
up in the trees. They are of a hue dif-
ferent from that of the branches.

*
& ¥

The character of the country varied as
we went onward., Now our way was
across a rolling plain, now the road
climbed the hills, and again it cut its
way through the mountains. At one
break in the hills we could see the Ibex
range with Its peaks capped with per-
petual snow and glaciers marking the
slopes. In other places the mountains

were as green as the hills of the Alle-
ghenies, and they had the same royal
mantle of purple. Just beyond the Tah-
keena river we rode through a valley
walled with mountains from which the
earth had been torn by a cloudburst a
few years ago. The face of the hills
was spotted with clay-colored blotches,
rising out of the green. It looked as
though It had been blasted by leprosy
or some mighty plague.

We crossed one little glacial river
after another. and rode through val-
leys which are covered with lce in the
winter, anid become a souplike slough
in the spring. A great part of the way

was over what is known as glacial
c¢lay, a kind of earth that will have
mueh to do with the railroad Unecle
Sam is now building. This clay is

solid when dry, but when moist it as-
sumes the consistency of shoemakers'
wax and, like a quicksand, sucks in
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From this the burial places are called
“huacals” The gold images and orna-
ments found in the zraves are named

“huacas,” and thoss who make it a
business to uncarth the long buried
wealth of the Indians have heen given

the name “El Monteros de las Huacas”

There I8 nothing mysterious or
romuantic ahout the business. It is hard
labor. But it has its little compensa-
tion=: frequently the reward is greal.
It hag its exciting and Interesting side
for the hunter., U'ntil the very Inner-
most recess of the grave has been in-
vaded and carefully searched, he never

knows whether he has made a find or
drawn a blank, The work i= difficult,
hecause the onee living possessor of
the hunter's auest always Is burled

deep, and his last resting place is well
protected by xeveral lavers of stones
How the gold from which the count-

tries, Colombia, Ecuador, or Peru, is the
business carried on to any great ex-
tent. There are few hunters in these
countries.

The discovery of the huacas nccurrerd
about the year 1880, and quite by ac-
cident. A diteh was heing dug in a
glade not far from the little village of
Boquete Bajo, in the Caldero valley of
the present province of Chiriqui. One
of the lahorers uncovered a large gold

Image, which led to an investigation
by the English owner of the place.
Grave after grave was found =and
opened and valuable gold ornaments
taken from almost all of them. Alro
there were many handsome pieces of
decorated pottery. It is estimated that

since the initial find nearly $500,000 in
gold trinkets has been taken from the
ancient graves.

Unfortunately col-

for the private

from distant lands

abhove ground

ears of migration
there is n

hat &, nE
ghat would give more than a mere clue
But underneath the surface, v the
eountless Eraves of their vast burial

laces, they left valuable evidence from
which a fair structure of their ad-
vancement along the road toward high-
er things may he reconstructed,

-

- ®
by the
e hurial
must

extent and
places and
have heen a

solely
both tk

Judging
qsumber of
the Eraves.
yvery numerous and powerful ona. Prac-
in times past
The race must

L8O In
the xKraves found gold
maments of exquisite and artistic work-
mansnip. when the crude tools of the
artisans are considered
Out of the frst discovery of these
1d images has grown a profession, or
rather business, which has its counter-
rt | nno other part of the world, un-
s the archenlogical excavations in
ancient countries may be so regarded
The latter are hardly similar because
they are not followed for gain. The
ning &nd despolling of the ancient
jan Eraves is purely a matter of
usiness, conducted solely for profit.
Only one living thing belonging to
t vanished .race hss been preserved
d handed down to modern times. It
the word “huacs,” meaning grave.

1

the race

rieally the entire district

came a vast cemeter)

have heen wealthy many of

have heen or-

POTTFERY FROM GRAVES OPENED ON SLOPES OF THE EXTINCT

Jexs arnaments were fashioned by the

Indian artisans reached the Chiriqul
) 1try has never heen fully explained,
aithough there aAre many theories
There (% no gold-bearing ore in the
entire district which they inhabited,
although farther to the west, in the
mountaina of Costa Rica, there are
gold mines which are known to have

heen worked long before the coming
af the Spanish explorer and congueror.
It seems probahle that the gold of
the Chirtqul Indian of western Panama
came from this source

Another reason for thinking that
Costa Rica yu].pim-f the free gold of
AN t daye i= that there are many
graves Iin that country tilar to those
found in FPanama In many of them
similarly fashioned gold trinkets are
found

It i» supposed that the trinkets were
considered valuable by the Chiriqui
Indians because of the trouble and
difficulty with which they procured
their free gold. This, however, does
not hold altogether good for the rea-
gon that the aborigines of Costa Riea
seemed to set considerable store by
their ornaments, the gold for which
they obtained with only little trouble
and work. The graves in Costa Rica
are very whit as rich in heaten gold
trinkets as are those in Panama.

=
= *

Huaca hunting has become a business
only recently, although the sxistence of
the golden treasure has been known for
many years. In none of the other coun-

VOLCAN DE CHIRIQUL

lector and the collections of museums
and unlversities, most of the earlier
digcovered images have now ceased to
exist as such, At that time there was
no profitable market for them, and the
discoverers had them melted down for
the precious metal they contained. Dur-
ing the more recent years the images
have commanded very fancy prices
when in their original state.

Huaca hunting has all the fascina-
tions of the prospector's quest. There
are no outward signs to lead the hunter
to the rich graves he wishes to despoll.
Nn headstones have ever heen found
marking the graves. It i helleved that
the Indiane used no other method of
marking the last resting place of thelr
dead than by means of the stone layers
that cover the openings. These top
coverings conglst either of a number
of small ovals of fiat stones closely laid
together, or elge a single flat, heavy
slab that was placed In position with
much labor.

The heavy ralns of that section of the
country washed the earth down from
the hillelidesa and the gravestones wWersa
soon completely hidden. In some locall-
ties the first layer is more than four
feet underground. The abundant tropi-
cal verdure removed the last traces of
the burial places, with the result that
In the hundreds of years that passed
sinee the last grave was closed the
burial places are very difficult to find.

There is only one method employed
by the hunters in locating the graves.
Like the prospector, the huaca hunter
poes armed with the particular imple-
ments of his calling. He supplies him-

gelf with an iron staff five or six feet
lang and slightiy pointed at one end,
Having reached the ground which he
helieves to he rich in graves, he drives
the staff deeply into the earth at fre-
quent intervals. When the staff strikes

rock, it Is safe to assume that the
stone covering of a grave has heen
found. And one grave proclaims an-
other.

From then on the work hecomes diffi-
cult. It is first necessary {0 UNcover
completely the top layer of stones or
the large slab which usually indlcates
the last resting place of a powerful
chieftain or wealthy members of the
tribe. Frequently the top layer is suc-
ceeded at an interval of about two or
three feet hy a second one, and ocea-

sionally hy a third. The graves fre-
quently are fifteen feet deep, but
usually they are from eight to ten
teet deep bLeneath the top layer of
stones.

After the second or third layer has
heen removed (t is essential that the

hunter use considerable care In his fu-
ture operations becsuse he might crush
the pottery and also =o displace the
gold ornaments that they are lost with
the dirt. The usual position of the
ornaments i ahbout where the breast
would he If the grave still contained
a hody. The pottery is always found
either in the four corners of & ree-
tangular grave or heside the body in an
oval one.

The business is still very profitable
In spite of the fact that fewer graves
are annually opened. The reason is
that the gold trinkets are growing
scarcer and consequently command a
higher and higher price, They are satill
A few areas of the district that have not
yet been carefully explored,

A considerable part of the huaca hun-
ter's revenue is derived from the sale
of the pottery he find= in all the graves.
In the early stages of the enterprise
this was destroyed because it was
then without value. The market had
not vet been developed. Now there Is
a great demand from tourists and from
collectors in the United States. There
are several collectors In New York who
are constantly adding to their already
large number of pleces. Fottery is still
quite cheap, about 250 assorted pieces
having recently sold for $20.

The reason for the cheapness is the
large number of pleces found. All
graves, whether that of a poor or a
wenlthy Indian or chief, contain from
two to ag high as fifteen pleces. No In-
dian, however poor and poverty strick-
en he may have been, was put to rest
by his friends and relatives without at
least two or more pottery untensils, in
which was placed the provisions which
were to sustain him on the long jour-
ney on which he had entered. The qual-
ity of the pottery as well as the num-
bher, size and fineness of the gold Images
proclaims the status of the possessor.

*
* %

In certain mections the pottery Iis
very crudely manufactured and of poor
quality., From this circumstance, and
also the almost complete absence of
gold ornaments, it is deduced that
when thess Indlans llved the tribe had
not advanced very far along the path
toward civilization. In other sections
the pottery is beautifully made, with

anything that goes over it. If a rail-
road track is built on it and not well
protected by drailnage, it may disap-
pear during a long rainy season or
where the water of a creek or rives
has seeped its way through.

The whole of the soil here, and this
is true also of a great part of Alaska,
rests upon a bed of ice or frozen earth
which has been in that state for thou-
sands of years. The moss on the top
of the sacil acts as an Insulator, and
keeps the ice from melting except on
the surface. Indeed, you can dig down
almost anywhera and strike the ice
bed. There are places where the soil
is =0 thin that you can scratch away
the moss with your fingers and come
to the ice. Where the earth below Is
glacial clay it is sound while the moss
covers it, but when that is taken awayv
and water runs in, the clay will uphold
neither man nor horse.

®x *

The Overland trail crosses glacial
clay here and there, and the labor of
keeping it in order reminds one of
that of Hercules In cleaning the
Augean stables. The track has had to
be Nlled In and remade agaln and
again. The routs Is changed from year
to vear. Every now and then we pass-
ed an old roadbed which was so filled
with boulders that a man could hardly
crawl over It. At places we motored
over glacial spots where the roadbed
rose and fell under the welght of the
machine. The country had had no rain
for three months, and during the day
previous enough rain had fallen to
change the whole face of nature. It
had affected this glaclal clay and turn-
ed parts of it to the consistency of
putty. Our automoblle weighed over
two tons, and we had to go carefully
where there was any question as to the
character of the clay. At one wet spot
we found ourselves down on the axles,
with the wheels tied fast in the mud.
We had to dig out the wheels and
make a place to jack up the car. We
had an axe and a long-handled shovel
with us with a view to such accidents,
and we cut down trees and made a
hed of branches in front of the car.
We pu} a pine track under the wheels
and used a pine tree as a lever to ald
the jack in getting the car out of the
mud. It took us about two hours to
dig the machine out of the clay and
atart it on the firm roadbed. After that
we turned out and sought new roads
through the grass, and rushed over
the wet spots to prevent the car sink-

ing. In some places the movement of
the road as we went over It was as
though we were riding over a blanket
or rubber sheet. Those places were
underlald with glacial mud.

The only salvation for a road of this
kind is to keep it well drained, That
is what will have to be done with the
track of our new railway, and, wher-
ever possible, the moss wiil be Teft on
the frozen sirata and the road built upon
that. The Overland trail is used almost
altogether during the winter, although
the (Canadian government keeps it in
such a condition that it can be used in
the summer. It is on the whole better
than most of Uncle Sam's roads in
Alaska, and in the winter it gives a
regular mall service into the Klondike.
The freight and mail. are carried on
great sleds hauled by six horses. There
are relays at the various roadhouses.
Each house has stables for the horses,
and at certain places there are sleeping
arrangements for passengers. At the
Tahkeena roadhouse I saw a great
stack of horse feed that had been
brought up the Tahkeena river and
cached there for the winter, and at the
Little River roadhouse 1 saw one of the
sleds used for carrying eggs, oranges
and other perishable articles into the
Klondike when the thermometer may
g0 to meventy degrees below zero. The
sled was a covered one, large #nough
to carry three or four tons. It was so
arranged that carbon heaters llke those
used for carriage warmers can bas
placed in troughs around the bed of the
gled. These heaters keep the tightly
covered load from being affected by
frosts. These gleds were drawn by four
or slx horses, according to the state of
the roads. In the spring six-horse
wagons are used.

*
* %

The average charge for freight over
the road is 10 cents per pound. Pas-
sengers pay from 375 to $80 a trip, but
this does not include thelr stay at the
roadhouses, where they are charged
$1.50 a meal and $2 a room. If nothing
happens the trip i made in five days,
and the roadhouse expense is about §30.
In times past the stages carried from
500 to 1,000 people a maonth, and in
March, when the people were going
back tn the gold mines, two or three
stages left White Horse every day. Just
now the traffic is light. On the trip Af-
teen teams fare used and three changes
of horses are made every day. each
team traveling on the average about
twenty-two miles.

The Canadian government has al-
ready spent a great deal on the road

o L
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INSIDE THE ROADHOUSE, SHOWING GASOLINE TANK STOVE.
(Photo by Harris & Ewing.)
and its upkeep costs some thousands and that the road was =0 rough that

of doliars per annum. Within the pasl
few years It has been made more and
more fit for automobiles. The fArst
time an automobile road was proposed
the opponents of the measure scoffed
at the idea and said that it could not
he done. The matter came up before
the parliament at Ottawa and it was
discussed pro and con. An appropria-
tion of $50,000 had been proposed for
the purpose, The objections were
made that automobiles could not be run
in the low temperatures of the Yukon,

FIRST AUTOMOBILE

a fine glaze and painted in rirh colors,
which have retained their luster for
hundreds of years, although buried in
a permanently moist soil.

In the collections of many grave dig-
gers are found pieces of pottery that
clearly define the various epochs mark-
ing the advancement of the race. The
earlier piéces are exceedingly crude
and display practically no traces of
either expert workmanship or artistic
conception or imagination. Mere utility
seems all that was aimed at. With in-
rreased expertness came a higher de-
veloped imagination and artistic con-
ception. The result {s shown in the
many handsome pleces of the later pe-
riods.

In his modaling the artist seems to
have confined himself to picturing his
maodels in the home incidents of every-
day life In the pueblo. The result was
an intensely human picture, which fre-
quently depicted the domestic occupa-
tions of the Indians with an exceeding
frankness which left little to the imagi-
nation. Apparently the early dweller
of the country was guilty of neither
prudery nor ssham modesty.

Mast of the later clay utensils show
traces of fire and probahbly were used
for cooking. Others appear to havae
bern used only for sgtorage, as neither
the inside nor the outside shows the
slightest discoloration beyond that im-
parted by the moist soil in which they
were huried. Their ecolorings are
practically as brilliant as when first
applled. Many of the pieces are with-
out legs, while others have three. The
legs are hollow, and a small clay ball,
which no doubt rattled musieally to
the Indian ear, is'found in each.

L
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Later samples of the painted glazed
pots and other utensils show the strip-
ings In peculiar designs, which seem to
run through all the clay work of one
epoch and those immediately following.
The designs are well defined hiero-
glyphics, which presage the heginnings
of sign writing. These are totally ab-
gent from the pottery that must have
come from the graves of an earlier and
ruder clvilizatlon. In the latter period
the appearance of the monkey figure
on many utensils is very frequent.

The gold ornaments probably are of
a very late period in the development
of the race. They are known to have
been worn by some of the Indians found
in the Chiriqul country during the
earlier raids of the Spanish conquista-
dores, who, however, seem not to have
learned the secret of the ancient burial
places. At =all events, the Spaniard
opened no graves, and the rich loot re-
mained undisturbed for much later
treasure hunters. Whether the Indian
of the earlier Spanish days was related
to these who created the burial places
is not now known. It is probable, how-
ever, that this earlier race had reached
extinction long before the discovery of
America.

Attempts have been made to identify
the ancient inhabitants as the fore-
bears of the present Guaymie Indians
who live to the eastward of the country
once occupied by the more anclent race.
It is hardly probable, although not im-
possible, that these are descendants of
the older people. The Guaymie, while
more advanced in other branches of
civilization, does not now possess the
proficiency of the older tribe in fash-

e — o i
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inning either the gold ornaments or
the excellent pottery of the ancient
Indians of Chiriqui. There are no Guay-
mies in the extreme western section of
Panama, and no traditions among them

to indicate that they had ever lved
there

Strange as it may sesm, very few
weapons of elither a warllke or ag-

gressive character have heen found in
the Chiriqui graves. There were a few
small arrowheads and spearheads, but
most of these were of a size and form
to warrant the helief that they were
used merely for the chase. 1t is well
known that with the exception of a
very few tribes the aborigines of Cen-
tral America were of a peace-loving
nature and followers nf pastoral rather
than warlike pursuite. Nowhere have
extensive defensive fortifications been
uncovered which could he construed as

TRAIL.

and small stone idols are often found.
Many are several feet high and rudely
carved into the semblance of the hu-
man figure. Those found in graves
are often decorated with brilliant col-
the luster.

ors which have retained
All are hideous.

In all parts of the Chiripui country
there are huge boulders carved with

a species of sign writing which no one
has wet heen able to decipher. ©On
a high, rocky hluff about twenty miles
inland from the ocean and near a flat
topped mountain which the natives call
“I.a Mesa,” the table. there is carved
a tall figure of an Indian woman which
can be seen for miles. According to
transit measurements it is fully Afty
feet high

For many vears there stood near the
town of David a “pedra pintada,” or
painted stone. It has been gone now

could never make their
way over it, This discussion occurred
in the midst of the winter, and while
it was golng on the Hon. George Black,
whe was then commissioner, or gov-
ernor; of Yukon territory, declded to
show marliament that the undertaking
was pos<ible. He thereupon made an
arrangement with C. A, Thomas, the
resident mranager- of the Yukon Gold
Company at Dawson, to take his forty-
horsepower aNtomobile over the trafl

the machines

*

* *
The two starte? out, with Gearge
Porter as chauffeur.’ They left Daw-

son when the road wws covered with
snow, and the thermoineter was far
below zero. The long winter nights
were at hand and the sun thone only
for an hour or so every cay. The
darkness was conquered, in pa™, by a
locomotive headlight on the front of
the car and by the side lamps.

They made the trip to White Hose
and return within fifty-six hours, o¥
'which thirty-six hours was continual
running. This covered a distance of
720 miles, and was an average speed of
twenty miles an hour for the running
time of the round trip. During the
journey the thermometer feil to 58 de-
grees below zern, but the air was dead
still, and, wrapped up as they were in
furs, they did not realize the cold until
they came to a roadhouse and found
that they had been riding through a
temperature of that nature.

They had to keep the machine going,
for a few minutes’ rest would freeze the
engine and congeal the oil. At one
time thev had to stop because their
gasoline had given out, within twenty
miles of a roadhouse which they had ex-
pected to reach. They had to get a dog
team and send on to the roadhouse.
While they waited the engine froze and
the oil got £tiff, and they had to build
a fire under the car with wood from the
forest before they could start off again.

When they had completed the trip
and got back to Dawson the bill for the
road appropriation was just about com-
ing to action. The news of their trip
was telegraphed to Ottowa and the bill
giving $50,000 for improving the road
was passed.

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

Huaca Hunters of Panama MakKe Living by Raiding Graves of Ancient Race

tions to the mountains of Costa Riea,
he is the luckiest as well as the
wealthiest of his profession. It is sald
of him that a few years ago, when
he despoiled the first grave of his
career., he took from it about §4,000
and from the second $§3,000 in hand-
some gold images. His luck has ap-
parently held good, for it is reported
that in a few years he has discovered
and sold about $50,000 in these gold
ornaments.

There are several large private col-
tections of Indian relics from the west-
ern section of Panama. There also
are collections in some of the museums
in the U'nited States and Canada. One
of the earliest was that of a former
French econsul at David. It has now
heen removed to Paris. The largest
private collection is that of Minor C.

EXCELLENT EXAMPLES OF ANCIENT INDIAN POTTERY, TAKEN FROM GRAVES IN CALDERA VALLEY.

other than mere protéctive measures.
The gold ornaments are of an ex-

ceedingly varied character. When the
Indian began making them, he had
reswched a very high peint in his up-

ward struggle toward civilization He
used the free gold from some now un-
known source and beat it into many
different forms, He displayed a taste
for animals and reptiles, those he met
with in daily life furnishing his in-
spiration. The human form also is
very frequent and nearly always fash-
ioned with an utter lack of reserve.

*

* *

The frog is found in gold ornaments
with almost as great a frequency as
|s the monkey in the pottery. The
goldsmith seems Lo have had a great
tondness for it and manufactured It
with evident pleasure judging by the
care that seems to have been given
those found in the graves. One of
the largest, with .wide flaring legs,
weighed eighteen ounces. The wing-like
hind legs are very common In all the
gold animals and reptiles. Nearly all
the figures of birds have two and three
sets of these wings, which gives them
the appearance of being about to fly
away.

In many of the graves and above
ground near the burial places large

N
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for several vears, and no one Eeems
to know what has become of it. It
was a huge boulder with a large
variety of inscriptions carved and
painted on its upward face. The paint-
ed ones were In brilliant colors which
are said to have withstood the ele-
ments for hundreds of years. The
truth of this assertion cannot now he
verified because of the absence of the
stone and hecause so few people re-
member having seen il

=

* *

One of the most valuahle finds of
zold ornaments ever made was dis-
covered in a grave by Capt. H. J. Wat-
son, an Englishman, in the Caldera
valley, neot far from the base of
“El Volean.” The discovery was made
about twenty years ago, when Capt.
Watson first hegan growing coffee
While planting trees on the hillside
he accidentally opened an ancient
grave from which he took a handsome
gold belt, which he later sold for
nearly $1,000. The belt was made of
thick plates, fastened together with
heavy gold links. The clasp, or buckle,
coneisted of two large gold eagles with
spreading wings as If about to fiy
away.

According to stories told of one
huaca hunter, who confines his opera-

.
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Keith, president of an American fruit
company. It is now in New York, and
made almost completely from the pot-
tery and gold images found in the
graves in Costa Rica

The Last Straw.

A MOVING picture comedian said at
a supper party in New York:

“I didn't always have as easy work as
1 have now. | remember a season when
1 was prompter in an English provin-
cial theater for 15 shillings a week.

“In addition to keeping the actors to
their lines 1 had to make all the out-
side noises,

“I thundered, 1 galloped like a horse,
1 sang like'a woman, 1 marched like an
army, 1 howled like a drink-maddened
moh and I sereeched like a locomotive,
all for 15 shillings a week.

“l remember one night when it seemed
that the last straw had been heaped
on me. I was letting off female shrieks
of terror and thundering with one hand
and hailing with the other, while my
right leg was working the moan of the
wind and the left was imitating the
crash of falling trees. when the jeading
man stuck his head round at me from
the stage., He was supposed to be pur-
sued hy dogs, and he hissed:

“*Bark, you chump. bark®' Why don't
¥ou bark, you lazy shirker7 "

¥
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